HIST 498 (Independent Study):
Comparing the U.S.-Canada and U.S.-Mexico Borders Since 1880

Dr. Adam Arenson	Office: Miguel 414		Summer I 2018, hours to be arranged
Office Hours: by appt.  Email (best): adam.arenson@manhattan.edu    Ph: 718-862-7317 or cell

Course Description
This course will compare the experience at the U.S.-Canada and U.S.-Mexico borders since the beginning of border enforcement with the Chinese Exclusion Act through today, focusing primarily on the lived experience of those crossing both borders in each direction. Reading primary and secondary sources, we will consider how race, gender, religion, disability, occupational skills, and other factors affect experiences at the border, and the reasons for the “thickening” of the border over time, including the Mexican Revolution, Great Depression, and 9/11. 

Assignments:
--Critical analysis assignments about every set of assigned readings (3-page papers)
--Discussions of each set of assigned readings. 
--15-page research paper of some aspect of course materials, supplemented with additional primary and secondary sources. 

Sources will be grouped into ten sets of assigned readings.

SESSION ONE – What Can the Border Teach?
• Adam Arenson, “Experience Rather than Imagination: Researching the Return Migration of African North Americans during the American Civil War and Reconstruction.” Journal of American Ethnic History (pp. 73-77) Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/jamerethnhist.32.2.0073 

SESSION TWO – Theories of the Border 
• Jeremy Adelman and Stephen Aron, “From Borderlands to Borders: Empires, Nation States, and the Peoples in Between in North American History,” AHR Vol. 104, No. 3 (June 1999): 814-841.
• John Mack Faragher, “Americans, Mexicans, Métis: A Community Approach to the Comparative Study of North American Frontiers,” in Under an Open Sky: Rethinking America’s Western Past (pp. 90-109)
• Theodore Binnema, “The Case for Cross-National and Comparative History: The Northwestern Plains as Bioregion,” in The Borderlands of the American and Canadian Wests: Essays on Regional History of the Forty-Ninth Parallel (pp. 17-41)

SESSION THREE – Asian Exclusion
• Primary Sources from Chapter 10, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• Erika Lee, At America's Gates: Chinese Immigration During the Exclusion Era, 1882-1943 (Chapel Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 2007), selections.
• Patrick Ettinger, Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930 (Austin: University Of Texas Press, 2011), selections.

SESSION FOUR – Whiteness and the Border 
• Adam Arenson, “Anglo-Saxonism in the Yukon: The Klondike Nugget and American-British Relations in the ‘Two Wests,’ 1898-1901.” Pacific Historical Review 76.3 (August 2007), 373-403. 
• “Epidemics, Indians, and Border-Making in the Nineteenth-Century Pacific Northwest” by Jennifer Seltz in Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories Benjamin Johnson and Andrew R Graybill, eds.

SESSION FIVE – Sex and the Border
• Pablo Mitchell, Coyote Nation: Sexuality, Race, and Conquest in Modernizing New Mexico, 1880-1920 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2005), selections
• Benjamin Hoy, “Policing Morality: Regulating Sexuality across the Canada-United States Border,” Canadian Historical Review- Volume 99, No. 1, Spring 2018, http://bit.ly/chr991b
• Sheila McManus, The Line Which Separates: Race, Gender, and the Making of the Alberta-Montana Borderlands (Nebraska, 2005) - selections

SESSION SIX – Border-Marking
• Rachel St. John, The Line in the Sand: A History of the Western U.S.-Mexico Border (Princeton University Press, 2013), selections
• Alexandra Minna Stern, “Buildings, Boundaries, and Blood: Medicalization and Nation Building on the U.S.-Mexico Border,” Hispanic American Historical Review Vol. 79, No. 1 (1999): 41-81.

SESSION SEVEN - Mexican Revolution
• Primary Sources from Chapter 11, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• Benjamin Heber Johnson, Revolution in Texas: How a Forgotten Rebellion and Its Bloody Suppression Turned Mexicans into Americans (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2005), selections
• Nora Faires, “Leaving the ‘Land of the Second Chance’: Migration from Ontario to the Upper Midwest in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Centuries,” in Permeable Border: The Great Lakes Basin as Transnational Region, 1650-1990 ed. John J. Bukowczyk (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2005), pp. 78-119.

SESSION EIGHT - Prohibition
• Primary Sources from Chapter 12, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• Stephen T. Moore, Bootleggers and Borders: the Paradox of Prohibition on A Canada-U.S. Borderland (University of Nebraska Press, 2014), selections.
• Gabriela Recio, “Drugs and Alcohol: US Prohibition and the Origins of the Drug Trade in Mexico, 1910-1930,” Journal of Latin American Studies, 34, Part 1 (2002): 21-42.

SESSION NINE – Immigration Restriction
• Primary Sources from Chapter 13, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• Mae M. Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004), Chapter 2 (on Moodle).
• Kelly Lytle Hernandez, Migra!: A History of the U.S. Border Patrol (Berkeley : University of California Press, 2010), selections
• Randy William Widdis, “Migration, Borderlands, and National Identity: Directions for Research,” in Permeable Border: The Great Lakes Basin as Transnational Region, 1650-1990 ed. John J. Bukowczyk (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2005), page 152-174.

SESSION TEN – Borders and the Cold War
• David G. Gutiérrez, Walls and Mirrors: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the Politics of Ethnicity (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995), selections
• “Crossing the Line: The INS and the Federal Regulation of the Mexican Border” by S. Deborah Kang in Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories Benjamin Johnson and Andrew R Graybill, eds.

SESSION ELEVEN – Borders and NAFTA
• Primary Sources from Chapter 14, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• John Herd Thompson, “The Future of North America[n Studies]?” The American Review of Canadian Studies, 26.2 (Summer 1996), 169-176.

SESSION TWELVE – Border Enforcement
• Primary Sources from Chapter 14, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• Justin Akers Chacón and Mike Davis, No One Is Illegal: Fighting Violence and State Repression on the U.S.-Mexico Border (Chicago: Haymarket Books, 2006), selections
• Joseph Nevins, Operation Gatekeeper: The Rise of the ‘Illegal Alien’ and the Remaking of the U.S.-Mexico Boundary (New York: Routledge, 2001), selections
• Adelaida R. Del Castillo, “Illegal Status and Social Citizenship: Thoughts on Mexican Immigrants in a Postnational World,” in Women and Migration in the U.S.-Mexico Borderlands: A Reader (Durham: Duke University Press, 2007): 92-105.

SESSION THIRTEEN – The Borders Today
• Primary Sources from Chapter 14, Major Problems in the History of North American Borderlands
• Daniel Drache, “Canada-U.S. Relations and the Impermeable Border Post 9/11: The Co-Management of North America,” CONfines de relaciones internacionales y ciencia política, v4 n7 (200805): 69-83.
• María Cristina García, Seeking Refuge: Central American Migration to Mexico, the United States, and Canada (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006), selections

[bookmark: _GoBack]SESSION FOURTEEN – Human Experience at the Border
• Francisco Cantú, The Line becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border (New York: Riverhead Books, 2018), selections.
• Amitava Kumar, Passport Photos (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000), selections.
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